11. HINDUISM AS THE MOTHER
OF RELIGIONS

Sir, how did Hinduism get its name?
The religion practised by the Hindus is called Hin-
duism. Dravidians and later Aryans lived on the
banks of the river Sindu. They were called Hin-
dus. In our scriptures it is said a Hindu is one who
grieves on seeing violence to a living thing. A
Hindu shows his love for all living beings. Saint
Thimmoolar says, "Siva means love and one who
shows it becomes Siva himself. Indu means
moon, which signifies intelligence and Indians are
generally intelligent. Hinduism has been called
Sanathana Dharma, the indestructible and ever-
existing way of life.

Are there not religions other than Hinduism?
Religions can be broadly classified as revealed re-
ligions and natural religions. A religion is re-
vealed by a saint by the grace of God. Barbarians
worship trees, spirits etc., and this worship may
be a natural religion. Islam was revealed by
Mohamed in Arabia, Christianity by Jesus in
Palestine and Buddhism by Buddha in India.
Sikhism, Jainism, Buddhism and Zorastrianism
may be considered as sects of Hinduism.
Sir, where are these religions prevalent?
Besides India Hindus live in Mauritius, Fiji,
America, South Africa and Ceylon. Buddhists live
in China, Japan, Indo-china, Burma and Ceylon.
Muslims live in Arabia, North Africa, Iraq, Iran,
Afganistan, Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh, Indonesia and Malaysia. Christians live